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AMUSEMENTS.
Sarnh Bernhardt ns She Is.
Sarah Bernhardt and her company of
Frepch actors left New Orleans Saturday
night after the performance in that city,
and she was expected to arrive in Indianap-
olls in time to eat a Hoosier breakfast this
morning. It is presumed she will be charmed
with the nearly fAfty kilometérs of paved
sireets here, and, if she has learned the art
of riding a blcycle, she may persuade her-
self to take a spin alons some of the tree-
lined pavements. Some time ago the divine
Sarah admitied that she had taken her first
lesson, but since none of the columns pro-
vided by her press agents contains any men-
tion of her wheeling episodes, It is quite

- probable she does not ride.

Sarah’s press agents, since we are on the
subject, are a unigue lot. While many of
tiweir stories are possible, some even prob-
able, there are others which depend largely
on the eredulity of rural residents and have
absolutely no excuse for being thrown at
the average Intelligent community. Speak-
ing of the DEernhardt Camille which will
be seen at English's to-morrow night, Sa-
rah's press agent brazenly informs us that
Pumas had the great French actress In
mind when he wrote the play. Such stories
are simply rot. “Camllle" was first pro-
duced in 1852, when Bernhardt was a slip
of a girl, about thirteen years old. It has
been only about fifteen years since Bern-
hardt first haa the play in her repertory.

Again, taking his cue from the New York

potices which made extravagant and humor-
ous statements about Bernhardt's youthful
appearance in spite of her grandmotherli-
ness, Sarah's press agents have been work-

ing the *‘youthful™ story all over the coun-
:f..'hoiding out that the public should not

the opportunity of seeing a nearly
sixty-year-old woman who had the face and
figure of a girl of nineteen. One enthusi-
astic press representative left with the critie
an article In which it was claimed that *‘the
divine Sarah may have no remedy to stay
the hand of Time, but she certaiw has been
ahie to defy its visible tracks." hile Bern-
hardt has accomplished wonders in art this
i5 the first time she was éver credited with
making Father Time feel s0 gay that he
got up and walked on his hands.

Sarah Bernhardt |s a wonderful woman as
well as aetress, and her performance in
“lzeyl” to-night will be guch enjoyed by
Indiinapolis stage lovers. No better analy-
sis of her dis tion and character has been
Eﬂmed than the recent articie by Dr. Ed*u

. Beall ¥a the Phrenological Jonrnal. he
following éxcerpt from . Beall's article
will be pot only Interesting, but a valuable
index for those who expect to witness Bern-
I.ud: in t:ﬂa cltﬂ .

. o L . L L]

All the world now well knows that Barah
Bembardi Is a consummate actress, a phe-
Domenal artsi—a genjus—with a personality
mst charming and awmigue. In delineating

character, thorefore, bthe phrenologist is
not called upon to say so.much about what
she is as to polnt out the specific physical
and mental qualities which have determined
“Ber wonderful career, 8o far as the ground-
‘work of her character {s doncerned. it would
be difficult to find or imagine a more femi-
nine woman. However, she possessed many
lements of femininity in & very exaggerated
lorm. This explains her genius as an artist.
Masculinity is expressed In angles: feminin-
ity In curves, The male mentally Is positive,
mathematieal, sclentific, exact: the female
mind 2 more indefinite, sugeestive, intuitive,
fdealistic, emotional. As it is the province of
masculinity to deal! with law and restraint—
that is, to build the trellis—it remains for
the feminine principle to adorn and glorify
with the follage and fruit of liberty love,
Art exists for itself, for beauty and joy. It
peither gives nor knows a raison d'etre. Iis
reason s “"because.” Hence we expect to
finl a great deal of art'stic instinet in
women, gd a great deal of femininity in
Ists, th generally have rounded or
owy Jdgures, ylelding or elastie fiber, ani
g superstnsitive condition of the brain and
the entire nervous system. And, although
the artistic principle may inhere in people
of dark complexion, Nair and eyes, when we
think of the most typleally artistic tempera-
ment we think ficét of a blonde. All this is
exemplified in ﬂn’fﬂ'll French tragedienne.
I3 a most ounced hlonde. with very
u]ﬂts aktn‘ t. gold’l:n hal.r and.blne eyes.
2 L ]

+  Hkr dand ls_an Interesting study. It is
nearer the conde type than any of the other
forms= artally classifed by cheiresophical au-
the rs. but It ought to be called an ideal fem-
inine hand. It is very symmetrical, velvety
and flexihle, and freé from any sugeestion of
Aatienuation, such as the public has been
customed o associate with the figure of
actress, The joints pf the fingers have the
smoothness which denotes a lack of opder,
the tendency to be governed by impressions
rather than reasgon, and many other qualities
characteristic of poets, singers and adtors.

Her temperament would ssrve as a model
of her so-called “nervous” (ype. Not that
she | nmnmril{ ictel with nervousness,
but gnuw of the rare aotlvity and poteney
of M brain with all Its minutely ram'tying
Mam«nts that extend to the remotest reglons
of the hody. It is difficult to thigk of her as
having anything 8o hard and commonplace
a® hones' and museies. To observe the ser-
penting grace of ‘her movemends oné might
almeoat fancy that her vertebrae were come-
poscd of nervous tlesue.

The nrincipal =iens of this temperament
are Jdolloate, white skin, sharp features,
Zreat vivaeity of o?r n. a parrow lawer
face, broad forehead, with flne auburn, gold-
&2 ar very light brown bair. The most im-
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herseif from the imputation of being un-
aesthetically slim.

The mental characteristics of the nervous
temperament are chlefly a predominance of
santiment over reason; extreme -ensibilitr.
electrical emotions, impatience, easily
wounded wvanity, brilllancy of intellect with
out logic; Imagination, Inaccuracy In esti-
matln? motives, but with abundant wit, fond-
ness for music and the capacity for a high
degree of culture on the lines of literature,
art and religion. The principal faults of
this temperament are exaggeration in the
sphere of feeling, and incoherency in judg-
ment. Its conspicuous virtues are exquisite
fdealism, beauty of character, refinement,
conversational talent, literary and artistie
taste, These qualities, possibly with one or
two exceptions, are possessed by Sarah
Bernhardt in a remarkable degree. Every-
body has heard of her eccentricities, and
though we dare not belleve all that is said
of her, it is not unlikely that she may have
made pets of snakes and indal in ccca-
sional siestas in her coffin. Her life has
eertainly covered a great variety of experi-
ences.

Heér brain g much more remarkable for
actlvity than e=ize, although it is also above
the average in volume. Her head measures
tweniv-one and three-quarters inches ir cir-
cumference, anl the crown is onusually high.
Those peris of the brain lying in, the occlk
put, or back head, are qulte largé EShe has
strong =oclal feelings, though not the most
constant attachments for pecple to whom
she is not bound by ties of blood. Her love
is ardent, but far from being a dominant
element, and her eyelids are rather too flat
for a high order of conjugal fidelity. 1t s
easy to think of her as maXing mistakes
where the opposite sex is concerned. She
would naturally act upon impulse in affairs
ef the bheart, and would seldom realize her
fdeals. She once told a friend of the writer
that love in her life had always been a chase
aftér a ratmbow. Perhaps this is one of the
penalties of genlug, * » »

But she har one form of affection which
I8 very characteristle of artists. She s ex-
ceedingly devoted as a mother. Upon hear-
ing this announced as an exceptional tral
in her character, she suddenly exciaimed
with all the impetuous fervor of a true
Frenchwoman, “J'adore les enfants!"

Her top head on a line with the ear Is
very high., This denotes great determina-
tien, and with her temperament, wilifulness
and probably obstinacy. She is headstrong
and pertinacious, But as she 8 subject to
£0 many caprices she could hardly be ecalled
firm. Continuity, which lles in the upper
part of the back head, is quite deficient; and
as her temperament ls unfavorable to pa-
tience we may be sure that nothing could
be further from her nature than prolixity
or tediousness either in thought or action.
No one will doubt this who has ever seen
her _play. Her firmness helnﬁ large and
continuity small, she persists in her purposes,
but Indulges In a great variety of methods,
She resisis opposition In any form, but al-
iows her own forces to scatter as soon a#
the enemy retires from the fleid. Her energy
and executive force are also largely due to
the facuity of courage. She has litile, if
any, sense of fear. The prominent bridge of
her nose, as well as the diameter of her
head, wvouches for her combativeness and
love of adventure,

Her head Is very narrow at the seat of
the hoarding impulse, ,She makes money to
spend it, not to keep it. Of economy as an
instinct she has almosi no conception.

Approbativeness in this woman affords
good material for phrenciogical history, for
there could scarcely be a greater endowment
of it in a sane human being. It !s revealed
in the great fullness of the outer rear top
head, and also in the confirmed habit she
has of raising the upper lip. To say she is
ambltious expresses but feebly the intensity
of her desire to succeed. To her credit we
must aiso say that she has striven for ar-
tistic excellence as well as glory.

Dlﬁli{y is moderate. Her manners are as
simple as those of a child. Caution and cun-
ning are also subordinate. She s very spon-
taneous and frank. * * *

(Congcientiousness does not rank among her
dominant motives. In matters of conduct she
loves melody rather than mathematics. She
is generous to a faulkk with her Intimates, al-
though her sympathy Is of that quality
which depends on sensitiveness and a vivid
imagination rather than upon the specific
gentiment of benevolence. She has not a
great deal of reverence. The general ten-
dency of her charaoter Is to oppose, to resist,
and to engage in ceaseless activity of some
kind. Hence, submission, repose, faith and
worship would be qlulte foreign to the normal
bent of her mind. Jdeality is very large, and
in her temperament it is almostzinsatiable In
its demands for beauty and peffection,

Her forehead is well balanced and pre-
sents a good development in the regions of
both perception and reflection. She appre-
ciates both practice and theorg. She will ob-
serve the t t objects with the precision
of a photographic camera, %mvld she is
interested to do so. Her ability to judge
and remémber the forms of 1hlnfz is prob-
ably the most remarkable faculty In her
lower forehead. Thiz is shown in the great
width between the eyeballs,. Memory of form
is essential to all artists, and is a talent guite
common among the French. Mme. Bernhardt
has also the arched eyebrows which betoken
a fine sense of color, and she shares with
Joseph Jefferson and many others in her pro-
fession the reputation of being a fine painter,

Her forehead I8 wide at the temples. This
signifies mechanical ingenuity and love of
music. She has a large stock of ideas as well
as sensations, and for the maost part she
does her own thinking. She is also mirthful
and witty.

But what is the secret of her power as an
actress? First of all, she I8 a woman of
wide experience with the world. She enacted
all the roles of tragedy and comedy in her
own life before setting foot on the mimic
stage. Like Rachel, Duse, Salvini, Clara
Morris, Janauschek, the Booths and many
other great histrionlc artists, she drained
the cup of sorrow in the tender years of
childhood. All the deptha of her soul were
sounded by the rude plummet of fate. All
her heartstrings were thrilled in her youth
by actual scenes of grief and joy, so that
at: a player she has but to awaken the
memories of emotions that once were real.
In her sensitive hrain all experiences are
registered as in a book. A simpie augs?atlon.
a mere glance will recall them. Under the
stimulus of a dramatic situation her own
life rises before her mental vision, and then
she needs only to abandon herself to the
speech and action of the play to hold the
mirror up to nature in very truth.

Notes of the Stage.

“ ‘g1 Capitan' proved an Iimmediate and
emphatic success,"” Is the way Leander Rich-
ardson, in the New York Dramatic News,
writes of De Wolf Hopper's new opera, by
Sousa and Klein. As to the music of Sousa,
Mr. Richardson says: '“Sousa has composed
a great deal of real melody. The finale of
the second act, which s of a strictly martial
nature, rreated great enthusiasm, and it is
a splendild plece of work. While here and
there a familiar strain runs through the
opera, Mr. Sousa has shown much original-
ity, and while the alrs may not all be whis-
tled en the streel many of them are catchy
and linger upon the ear. Indeed, there is a
spirit to the score throughout that is dis-
tinctly refreshing.”

“Thoroughbred,"” a comedy in three acts,
by Ralph Lumiley, was presented at the
New York Garrick last mﬂndapioevenmg un-

der the auspices of Charles hman, with
a strong cast, including Henry E. Dixey.

Blanche Walsh hu“been engaged for the

Caslno summer production of “In G New
York,” Canary & lLederer’s new buriesque.

A popular production is Charles Hoyt's
spectacular musical military comedy, "A

Milk White Flag,"” which ran all last gea-
son at Hoyt's Theater in New York city, and

also ran over 100 nights in Chicago. The
author has selzed witn ready wit upon the
many opportunities rfor twitiing amateur
soldiers, and the lines, which are well
known here, are very bright. The play is
pretty certain to be recelved with the cus-
tomary favor at the Grand Wednesday and
Thursday nights. All the old faverites in

the cast remaln.
“Little Trixie,” at the Park to-day, is an
agreeable and lively conceit, and s ade-

quately riormed by a welltrained com-
ny, led by May Smilh Robbins. *“Little
ixie" remains three days, and is to be

followed by “The Midnight Special,”

“*The production of **The Prisoner of Zen-
da,” In which Mr. E. H. Sothern appears at
the Grand Opera House next week, requires
forty people for the stage representation,

and as many more behind the scenes. In his
triple rele as prince, king and civillan Mr.
Sothern is crediled with the success of his
career thus far, and in the admirable stage
settings, propertles and artistic groupings
he has won great honor as a stage director.

The five scenes of the play are spoken of as
rich, effective and lmpressive. Sothern will

close the Grand's season brilliantly,

Tony Pastor comes -t-o the Grand next Sat.
urday night.

Great Possibilities.
Phtladelphia Record.

Mr. CQullom’s idea of scented postage
sl.unga may be ridicuied, but there are great
possibilities of stamp fMirtation In vanila,

strawberry, orange, lemon and mint
of stamps, to nothing of their detective
value in forgotten J let-
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ITS FULL HISTORY TOLD YESTER-
DAY BY REV. H. A. BUCHTEL.

Evolution from Small Body of Minis-
ters to a Delegate Body, with Near-
1y Half Laymen Membership.

Rev. Henry A. Butchtel, of Central-evenue

M. E. Church, yesterday delivered a sermon
on the evolution of the General Conference,

which is reproduced in fuil below:

“lord Macaulay was pieased to say that
John Wesiey hu‘r a geniug for government
equal to that of Richelieu. An equally high
authority has deciared that he had a genlus
for religion. These estimates of Mr. Wesley
are now universally conceded to be accurate

and just.

“The liar institution in Methodism
called ‘the conference’ took ita rise in Mr.
Wesley's remarkable facuity for uniting gov-
ernment and religion. By the order of provi-
dence many ministers and people were at-
tracted to Mr. Wesiey as a gulde and jeader
in mattera of religion. Without any pianning
on his own part, but simply by the strength
and transparency of his personal piety,
ministers and people were drawn to him.

“The “People s0 attracted by him were
cemented together in an o nization known
as ‘the Unlted Societies.’ e first of these
gocieties was organized by him in London in
the latter part of the year 173. Ten years
before this, in 1729, he had come to see from
the study of the Bible that no one can be
saved without hoiiness, and in 1738, on
Wednesday, -May 24, he was happily brought
into the experience of conscious personal
sa.vation. At 5 o'clock in the morning of
that day he opened his Testament on the
words ‘There are given unto us exceeding
great and precious promises.’” In the after-
noon he went to St. Paul's Cathedral, where
hé heard in the anthem for the day these
words: ‘Out of the deep have I called unto
thee, O Lord . O Israel, ¢rust in the
Lord, for with the Lord there is mercy, and
with Him is plenteous redemption. And He
shall redeem Israel from all his sins.'

“That evening with a heavy heart he went
very unwillingly to a Moravian soclety meet-
ing In Aldersgate street, where some one was
reading Lauther's preface to the Epistle to
the Romans, Mr. Wesley describes what
happened in these words: ‘About a quarter
before 9 while he was describing the change
which God works in the heart through falth
in Christ I felt my heart strangely warmed,
[ feit I did trust in Christ, Christ aione,
for salvation; and an assurance was given
me that He had taken away my s8ins, even
mine, and saved me from the law of sia and
death.’

“Mr. Wesley at once an to pray earn-
estiy for his enemies and publicly testified
to what he then fex. He was much tempted
when he went home that night—tempted to
doubt his conversion, of course—but when
he prayed all temptation fled and he was
made to rejoice in permanent vietory.

“Jehn Wesley went out at once to find his
brother Charles, who had been converted
two or three days grevioua}y. Charies de-
seribes the memorable night In this way:
‘Towards 10 my brother was brought in
triumph by a droop of our friends and de-
clared, “I belleve.”” We sang the hymn with

at joy and parted with prayer.' The
ymn was one Charles Wesley d com-
p?sed the previous day on his own conver-
glon,
WESLEY'S FTRST CONFERENCE.

“Phus at the age of thirty-five Mr. Wes-
ley came into the experience of salvation
which he had been seeking for many years.
And at the age of thirty-six, in 1739, he was
thrusi out as the leader of that great re-

L ligious movement which has spread itself

over the whole world and will always be as-
soclated with his name, Regular clergymen
of the Church of England were associated
with him, and he also raised up a lay min-
istry. In a few years his preachers had

Inereased to such numbers that Mr. Wesley
deemed it wise to invite them to meet him
in conference. His first ‘vearly conference’
began June 25, 1744. From that time until
his death on March 2, 1791, when in his
eighty-eighth year, he held conferences an-
nually, making forty-seven in all.

“Wesley's first conference, in 1744, con-
tinued in session for flve days. It was held
in the Foundry In London. It consisted of
#ix ministers of the state church, namely,
John Wesley, Charles Wesley, John
Hodges, rector of Wenro; Henry Plers,
vicar of Bexley; Samuel Taylor, vicar of
Quinton, and John Meriton, of the Isle of
Man. Four l.:i.r preachers were present:
Thomas Maxfield, Thomas Richards, John
Bennet and John Downes. The day before
the conference was commenced a great re-
igious service was held, with sermon and

ve-feast, and the holy communion was
administered by these six clergymen to the
whole body of Mr. Wesley's followers in
Londcn, then numbering in that city be-
tween two and three thousand. The cnn-
ference proper was opened with prayer and
a sermon by Charles Wesley, and the bap-
tism of a man who was converted in the
baptismal service.

“You see in all this what a blessed use
of the sacraments Mr. Wesley made. In

this first conference Mr. Wesley introduced
all matters of business in the form of ques-

tions and answers. That method has pre-
valled ever since In all quarterly and all
ar;‘r‘!’tlml co't.i‘fierenmcesv?t nlr[ethmﬂsen::i %er the
whole world, r. Wesley open e pro-
ceedings with this introduction: ’
“‘It Is desired that all things be consid-
ered as in the immedlate presence of God;
that we meet with a single eye and as little
children, who have everything to learn:
that every point which is pro may be
examined to the foundation; that every per-
son may speak freely whatever s in his
heart, and that every question which may
:;:33 should be thoroughly debated and set-

* '‘Q.~Need we be fearful of doing this?
What are we afrald of? Of overthrowing
our first principles®

" 'A.~If they are false, the sooner they are
overturned the better. If they are true, they
will bear the strictest examination. Let us
all pray for a wilingness to receive light,
to know of every doctrine whether it be of

“‘Q.—~How may the time of the conference
be made more eminently a time of watch-
ing unto ‘frayer?

**A.—While we are conversing let us have
an especial care to set God always before
us. In the intermediate hours let us visit
none but the sick, and spend all the time
that remains in retirement. Let us therein
give ourseives to prayer for one another,
and for a blessing upon our labor.

“'Q.~How far does each of us agree to
submit to the judgment of the majority?

“'A.—~In speculative things each can oniy
submit so far as his judgment shall be con-
vinced. In every practical point each will

submit so far as he can without wounding
his consclence.

*'Q.~Can a Christian submit any farther
than this to any man or any number of men
upon earth?

“ ‘A.—It i3 undeniably certain he cannot;

either" to Birhop, convocation or general
council.'

“And this is that and ﬁrinclple of pri-
vate judgment on which all the reformers
proceeded. Every man must judge for him-
self, becasse every man must give an ac-
count of himself to God.

MR. WESLEY'S QUESTIONS.

“In a subsequent report of this first con-

ference Mr. Wesley stated that he wanted
every question proposed to be fully debated
and *bolted to the bran.'

“So everytalng concerning the ministry,
the membership, the dbenevolence, and the

cause of education was considered point by
point, as In the presence of God, and due
record made of everything at the time.

“In 21l this we can see how Wesley asso-
clated government and religion together.
The ccnference was a time to grow in grace,
and a time for full and free d@iscussion upon

all matters of adapting their teaching and

thelr work to the people whom God would
save by them.

“During Mr. Wesley's life he was the su-
preme head of the mew church. He govern
the preachers and the people In sue
wisdom that practically no one rehelled
against his authority. Since hizs death the
British conference with its legal hundred
members, a self-perpetuating body, meeting
every year, has governed the church in En-
gland.

THE AMERICAN CONFERENCE.
“1 now come to tell you briefly the story of

the development of the governing confer-
ence in this country. In our country the
work of Methodism took its rise in 1788, It
is true that Mr. Wesley had been a mission-
ary in Georgia for two years—that is, during
1736 and 1T37—but we do not count that, us
Mr. Wesiey 4id not come into persgnal ex-
perience of salvation until after his retigrn
to England in 1738. It is al=o true ¢hat
George Whitefield had traversed the entire
Atlantic coast as a flamiag evangells¢e but
his work was all in connection with 4e old
and established churches. '
“In hl‘lli tPhillp!:r!":!m blllryt'n. Ws:;ley in loeal
reacher from Ireland, reac
New York clty. He !ometP:n loc‘.e? E wllluc
continues to this day, known as C(he John-
street Church. At the same tiree Robert
Strawbridge, also a local preacher from Ire-
ing in Frederyck county,

4 held

est of the Wesleyan 3. In

1773 the first conference of the preachers was
I olarly held coch year until the year
wWere re riy hed each year un

1784, when the Methodist E

was formally o ized at Christmas time in
Baitimore. This was e‘!:tm years after
the first meet were held by the
preachers, and fifteen years after the arri-
e e
thirteen years after ‘arriva

Asbury, ,\'who was destined to become the
most powerful figure in the new movement.

“It was in 1784, when t]:r.t h‘:e:ll::ed mthe

. a
deed of declantiot: :hif‘;u Mﬂtgzz
¢ Englan shou e
e pedy In English Methodism after

s decease, '

“He next turned his attention to his spir-
itual children in America, and at once began
to arrange for the permanency of the work
by making his plan for the organization of
an episcopal church to be known as the
Methodist Eplscopal Church. The Metho-
dist preachers in America bad not adminis-
tered the sacraments up to that time, except
in a few Instances among the Southern
preachers. The war of the revolution was
just over and peace had been declared.

“Mr. Wesiey had long held that bishops
and presbyters or elders were the same cler-
ical order, and that he had as much right to
ordain ministers as any bish in any
church. This opinion has been In our
own day by such candid and scholarly ec-
clesiastics in the English church as Bishop
Li!ghtfoot and Dean Stanley. Mr. Wesley's
position was that the New Testament shows
us two orders in the ministry: namely,
deacons and elders, and that a bishop is an
elder who is first among his &uus

““Acccordingly Mr. Wesley t steps to or-
dain ministers who should come to America
to administer the sacraments and also to
ordalin the ministers aiready in America that
they might administer the sacraments. He
also provided for the organization of a
church with scopal form of government
So, on Sept. 1784, Mr. Wesley ordained
Richard hateoat and Thomas Vasey as
deacons and then as elders and presbyt
being himself a f;‘;ﬂbyter in the Church o
England, and be assisted in the ordina-
tion services by Thomas Coke, LL. D, and
James Creighton, both of whom were pres-
byters or eFders in the Chureh of England.
On the next day, Sept. 2, 1784, Mr. esiey
set apart Dr. Coke to the office of superin-
tendent or bishop, who was sent to de
over the flock of Christ In the new
church which was to be organi in the
United States of America.

DR, COEKE'S AUTHORITY.
“Mr. Wesley's testimonial letter was as
follows: ‘To ak to whom these presents

shall come, John Wesley, late follow of
Lincoln College In Oxford, presbyter of the
Church of England, sendeth greeting:

“ "Whereas, Many of the people in the
southern provinces of North America who
desgire to continue under my .care, and still
adhere to the doctrine and discipline of the
Church of Engiand, are eatly distressed
for want of ministers to administer the sac-
raments of baptism and the Lord's supper
according to the e of the same church;
and whereas there does not appear to be
‘asny other way of supplying them with min-

ters,

* ‘Know all men that I, John Wesley, think
myself to be providentially callegd at this
time to set apart some persons for the werk
of the ministry in America; and, therefore,
under the protection of Almight{ God, and
with a single eye to His glory, have this
?am nparr-t as ; agéperinéandem. b&lthe
m on of my 8 an rayer ng
assisted b other ordain ministers),
Thomas Coke, doctor of civic law, a pres-
byter of the Church of England, and a man
whom I jud"e to be well qualified for that
work. And I do hereby recommend him to
all whom it may concern as a fit person to
preside over the flock of Christ.

“ ‘In testimony whereof, I have hereunto
set my hand and seal this 2d day of Septem-
ber, in the year of our Lord one thousand
seven hundred and eighty-four.

“*‘“JOHN WESLEY.

“By the phrase ‘Southern provinces of
North America’ he describes the part not un-
der British control; that is, the United
States. Mr. Wesley prepared also a regular
service book from the English Book of Com-
mon Prayer, which was called ‘The Sunday
Service of the Methodists in North America,’
and was printed In London in 1784, and
brought over to this country by Dr. Coke,
whom Mr. Wesley had consecrated as our
first superintendént or bishop. Mr. Wesley
sent with Dr. Coke a circular which should
be suited to the new conditions of life In the
United States. That letter is as follows:

LETTER TO THE PEOPLE.
** ‘Bristol, Sept. 10, 1784

“*To Dr. Coke, Mr. Asbury and Our Breth-
ren in North America: -

“‘L By a very u mon tmlnofg}'ovi-
dences, many o ;ﬁﬁu rovinces of North
America are totally dsjpoined from thelr
mother couniry, and erected into |

ent states. The English government has no
authority over the elther civil or ecclesi-
astical, any more than over the states of
Holland. A civil authority is exercised over
them, partly by the Congress, pnrtlr by ‘the
provincial assemblies; but no one €ither ex-
ercises or claims any ecclesiastical author-
ity at all. Im this peculiar situation, some
thousands of the inhabltants of these states
desire my advice, and, in compliance with
their desire, I have drawn up a little sketch.

“a Lord King's “Account of the Primitive
Church” convin me many years ago that
bishops and presi rs are the same order,
and, consequently, have the same right to
ordain, For many years 1 have been impor-
tuned, from time to time, to exercise this
right by ning part of our traveling
preachers, but I have still refused, not only
for peace's eake, but because I was deter-
mined as little as possible to wolate the
established order of the national church,
to which I belonged.

“49 But the ocase is widely different be-
tween England and North America. Here
there are bishops who have a legal jurdsdic.
tion: in America there are none, neither any
parish ministers, ;80 that for some hundred
miles together there is none elther to bap-
tize or to administer the Lord's supper.
Here, therefore, my scruples are at an end
and I concelve myself at full Hbert,v. as 1
violate no order and invade no man's right
by appointing and sending laborers into the
harvest. -

“‘4 1 have accordingly appointed Dr.
Coke and Mr. Franciz Asbury to be joint su-
perintendents over our brethrem In North
America, as also Richard hatcoat and
Thomas Vagey to aet as elders among them,
by baptizing and administering the Lord’s

per. And‘ I have prepared a Iit lttle
merlng from that of the urch of Eng-
land ¢ think the best-constituted national
church in the world), which I adwvise all the
traveling ?mchem_ to use on the Lord's
day, in all the congregations, readi the
Litany only on Wednesdays and Fridays,
and praying extem on all other daye. 1
also advise the # to administer the
supper of the on every Lord's day.

“55. If any one will point out a more ra-
tional and scriptura wnf of feeding and
guiding those poor sheep in the wildernees
1 will gladly embrace it. At present I can
not see any better method than that I have
taken.

s Tt has, indeed, been proposed to desire
the English bishops to ordain part of our
preachers for America. But to this I object:
() 1 desired the bishop of London to ordain
only one, but could not prevail. (2) If they
consented we know the slowness of their
proceedings, but the matter admits of no
delay. (3 If they should ordaln them now
they would lkewise eéxpect to govern them;
and how grievously this would entangle
us! (4) As our American brethren are now
totally disentangled, Loth from the slate
and from the Eaglish hierarchy, we dare
not entangle them again either with the
one or the other. ey are now at i:ull
liberty to follow the Scriptures and the prim.
itive chureh, and we judge it best that theg
should stand fast In that liberty wherewit
God has 80 strangely made them free,

“JOHN WESLEY.”
DR. COKE IN AMERICA.

“Mr. Wesley had ordained Richard What-
coat and Thomas Vasey on the Ist of Sep-
tember, at Bristol. On the 2d of September
he consecrated Dr. Coke as superintendent

or bishop. The preface !o the service book
was written Sept. 9, and the foregolng cir-
cular letter was written on Sept, 10. On the
18th of September Dr, Coke and his associ-
ates set sail for America, landing at New
York on the 34 of November, 1784

‘““Dr. Coke at once gtarted out in search of
Francis Asbury, whom Mr. Wesi had
chosen as the other superintendent or lshoP.
They met at a religious service at Barratt's
Chapel, near erica, in Delaware, on
SumMiay, Nov. 14, 1TM. There were then
elghty-three ~here and 15,000 members In
the Methodist sccieties in America.,

“It was agreed to call a conference of all
the preachers at Baltimore, to meet on
Christmas eve for the pu se of or
an independent church to be

epl_looPa
known as the Methodlst Episcopal Church.
Freeborn Garrettson was sent out as an ar-

10w to travel north and south and send mes-
sages to right and left,

“Asbury at once made out a plan for Dr,
Coke to travel a thousand miles on a preach-
ing tour on his way (o Baltimore. Asbury
himsel! went on his regular tour, also toward
Baltimore,

“When that Christmas conference con-
vened Asbury feit that he could not accept
the appointment of weﬂmendent or bishop
at the hands of Mr. Wesley without an elec.
tion to the office by

;l:: rmm whom he
to serve. That e personal
o - the :lmod.hu in Amer-

eighty-one years of

vernment among

be reserved to thetoeneulld i(::mfc!.-tl';m:a». The

wer to a.ppoln ng elaers and

p:eacheu was co ed In the bishops.

ing elders were limited to four years

on the same district. Bishops Coke and As-
bury presided.

% third General Conference was held
in Baltimore in October, 1796, Bishops Coke
and Asbury presiding, The fourth General
Conference was held In Baltimore i May,
1800. Coke and Asbury presided. Richard
Whatcoat was elected bishop, as Coke was
to return to Europe. The question of elect-
ing presiding elders and so of limiting the

wer of the bishops was warmly debated.

he motion to elect presiding elders was
lost. The motion for a delegated General
Conference was lost. But membership In
the General Conference was restricted to
those ministers who had traveled four
years,
THE FIRST TIME-LIMIT. .

‘“The fifth General Conference convened
in Baitimore in May, 150d. Coke, Asbury
and Whatcoat presided. A motion to abol-
ish the presiding ecldership was lost. The
first time-limit rule for a preacher was
made, and the time dvring which a preach-
er might remain in the same charge was
now fixed at two years. Before this there
bad been no limit for a preacher, but only

for a ypresiding elder. Coke was given leave
to return to Europe.

“The sixth General Conference convened
in Baltimore in May, 1808. The session was
opéned by the apostolic Asbury. Whatcoat
had dled and Coke was in Eurcpe. Willlam
McKendree was eleeted bishop. Again a
motion to elect presiding elders was made
and lost.

A delegated General Conference was pro-
vided for and the restrictive rules were
adopted. The whole body of the ministry
met in QGeneral Conference for the last
time. They retained some control of the
delegated General Conference, however, by
the restrictive rules, which make it impos-
sible to enact legisiation affecting the fun.
damental constitution of the church with-
out securing the consent of three-fourths
of all the members of the annual confer-
ences.

“In May, 1812, the first delegated General
Conference was held in New York city.
Bishops Asbury and McKendree presided.
Again a motion to elect presiding elders
was lost. In May, 1816, the second dele-
gated General Conference was held in Bal-
timore. Asbury had dled on March 31 of
that year. Mc‘ endree opened the confer-
ence. Enoch George and Robert R. Rob-
erts were elected bishops.

“In May, 1520, the third delegated General
Conference was held in Baltimore. McKen-
dree, George and Roberts presided. Joshua
Soule was elected bishop. A lengthy debate
on eective presiding eldership was held, and
the measure was finally carried. But
Joshua Soule would not accept the episcopal
office on that basls, so the rule for an elec-
tive presiding eldership was suspended for
four years,

“In May, 1824, the fourth delegated Gen-
eral Conference was held In Baltimore., Mec-
Kendiree, Geor and Roberts presided. A
majority of the annual conferences had
taken action against the suspended rule for
an elective presiding eldership, so the sus-
pension was continued until 1828, Joshua
Soule and Elijah Hedding were chosen
bishops, Lay delegation was decided to be
inexpedient,

“In May of 15828 the fifih delegated Gen-
eral Conference was held in Pittsburg. Me-
Kendree, George, Roberts, Soule and Hed-
ding were the bishops presiding. The reso-

lutions for eiective presiding eldership were
Jaid on the table.

THE NEXT GENERAL CONFERENCE.
“On Friday morning next, May 1, 1506,
the tweaty-second delegated General Con-
ference will convene in the Central Armory,
at Cleveland, O. Eighteen bishops wiil be
present, Including the ¢wo missionary
bishops whose jurisdiction as bishops is
limited to the firlds of Africa and India.
Delegates will be present from about 125
annual conferences, and the number of dele-
gates will be 87, of whom two hundred
are lJaymen and 337 are ministers. Of these

337 ministers more than half, namely, 176, are
{:er:alding eiders® 9 are pastors, 32 are col-

€ presidents and professors; 22 are church
officiais elected by the General Conference,
and 17 are per=ons In semi-official relations,

“The laymen represent well night all hon-
orable vocations. Laymen were admiited as
deiegates to the General Conference in 1872
In 1860, twelve years previously, the min-
isters in the General Conference had voted
that they were ready and eager to admit
laymen to the General Conference as soon
as the church desired it.

**The question was sent down for an ex-
pression of the mind of the church. The
male members of the church voted against
the proposition by a great majority, and the
ministers in the annual conferences likewlse
voted against it by a greater majority.

**This action was officially reported to the
General Conference of 1884 when that bod
again expressed sympathy with the proposi-
tlon to have laymen as Jdelegates to the leg-
islative body of the church. In 1868 the ques-
tion was again sent down, and this time was
approved by the requisite three-fourths vote

all the ministers of the annual confer-
ences. Accordingly, in 1872, the laymen were
admitted as delegates.

“As will be seen above, the number of lay-
men is not equal to the number of ministers.
Our next step of the progressive character
will be to decrease the number of ministers
and increase the number of laymen, so that
the numbers of both orders will be mcg{
equal. This will, of course, be accomplished,
and that in the near future., Changes in the
pollliy of a great church are always made
slowly. It Is well that it is so0.”

Dr. Buchtel then continued with a talk on
the probable changes In the general rules of
the church in the future, and closed with a
statement of the prosperity of Central-ave-
nue Church. When he became its pastor it
had 435 members and now has 930. He spoke
of the contributions for benevolent purposes,
During the first thirteen years of the ex-
istenge of this church the collectlons for
benevolent p averaged $606 a year,
while for the last five years the average has
been §1,645.

DR. RONDTHALER'S FAREWELL.

T™he Much-Beloved Pastor Preaches
His Lanst Sermon at the Tabhernacle.
Dr. J. A. Rondthaler preached his fare-

well sermon yestendlay to the congregation

of Tabernacle Church. The house was
crowded, and the pastor's last words were
listened to with closest interest. The text

selected was from Hebrews xiil, 18: “Pray
for us; for we trust we have a good con-

sclence, in all things willing to live hon-
estly."’

After an analysiz of the text, dwelling

upon the leadership of Christ in the his-
tory of the past and His power in the pres-

ent with the character of Christ as the

hope of the future, Dr. Rondthaler contin-
ued with reference to the separation of

pastor and people. He saild:

“So we anchor our faith in the Christ of
yesterday and with ardent love embrace
the Christ of to-day, and with eager hope
wait for the Christ of to-morrow. 1 have
striven most earnestly, dear friends, o
make my ministry the preaching of this
Christ 4n the the present and the
future, It has n the aim to preach the
gospel of optimlam of the Christ that is
ever : ‘Let not your hearts be trou-
bled.’ ithe last Sunday of our assocla-
tion as pastor and people 1 preach to you
once more of the Christ who came to bring
life and immortality to light, a larger life
in the associations o:foresent existence and
the glory of immortality beyond.

iy to prepare a place for you," Christ
sald. €re our p are continually chang-
ing. We put down our roots and then they
are wrenched out of the kindly earth of love
and we must transplant them elsewhere.
Sometimes they take hoid again and grow,
and sometimes they do not. What matters
it If our real life roots are in Jesus Christ
eternal. There are times when the unchange-
ablenezs of Christ Is the stay of our falth,
the comfort of our hearts and the joy of our
expectations. Into such a time we have now
fom ll]l‘ our mutual relatllons. Rl: Christ
esus Lhere are no rations,

His Words: ‘I in thmmnnd thou ane’rn eu?ﬁ
that they may be made perfect in one.’
Whatever in our associations in past years
has reen Christ-created and nurtured will
abide. The mutual love that He has in-
hreathed and fostered is an eternal love, so
after all we will retain the best and purest
fruit of our fellowshlp during these lura.
In Jesus Christ there are no muwﬂmd-m
un t

ships. They who strike hands
Joined In heart by His love, are G

-blazsln; of hand are united forever.
who are
ined, and no no cendition nor circum-
s mlg asunder. The finite re-
vastor t

in

America’s Favorites .

Please Others, Will Please You.

Not a Cent for Repairs.

BUCYRUS, OHIO, Nov. 22 1865

indiana Bicycie Co., Indianapolis, Iud.

Gentlemen—I have been riding a "% “Waverley” sinee last month, and it has
given me perfect satisfaction; having made a number of long trips over very
rough roads and never had the slightest break. I am satisfied there is not a high
grade wheel mnade that will go over the same number of miles that I have ridden
the “Waverley” without one cent expense for repairs. To any one wanting a high
grade-up to-date wheel, must say: Buy a“Waverley” and you will be more than
pleased with it. Wishing you and the “Waverley” success, I am, yours truly,

-y

G. CONKLE

Call and See Our Bargains in *95 Wheels. |

Retail Store,

Indiana Bicycle Co.,

INDIANAPOLIS, IND.

Pennsylvania and Ohio Sts.

100

best

will perish. It will not be labeled with any
human name. It is better that it should not
be, but it will have the stamp of divinity and
the superscription of the K of Heaven,

“Whatever higher views of life have come
to us through our assoeciations will remain
in us—the seed-spores of motive, determina-
tion and cholee. I am quite sure that still
in this life and that which is to come I will
repeat the Christly things you have done
for me and the rist-inspired words you
have said. And s0 we separate, but do not
part. We put a little distance of the
earth-space between us, but we are not di-
vided. Pastoral relaiions may be dissolved,
but in Christian fellowship there is no di-
vorce. More than ever this morning do |
realige the unity of the Christian faith. We
will never be strangers to one another. We
will always be friends in Christ Jesus, and
so 1 close my ministry to you wiln.‘the
prayer of Paul to the Ephesians: ‘For
this cause I bow my knees unto the Father
of our Lord Jesus Christ, of whom the
whole family in heaven and earth is named;
that He would gramt you according to the
riches of His glory, to be strengthened with
might by His spirit in the inner man; that
Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith;
that ye, being rooted and grounded in love,
may be able to comprehend with all saints
what is the breadth, and length, and depth,
and height, and to know the love of Chrisi,
which passeth knowledge, that ye might be
filled with all the fullness of God. Now
unto Him that is able to do exceeding abun-
dantly above all that we ask or nk, ac-
cordl to the power that worketh in us,
unto Him be glory in the church of Christ
Jesus through all ages, world without end,
Amen."

After the sermon teen people were
received Into the ¢hu and the ordinance
of baptism was administered to six infants,
Among those taken into the church was
Harry Nicoli, who was the first infant bap-
tized by Dr. Rondthaler when he came o
Tabernacie Church eleven years ago. A
member of the church, commenting dyeater-
day on the popularity of Dr. Rondthaler,
said: ‘It is not alone in our church that
he will be missed. We hear expressions of
regret all over the city and from all con-
gregations., His pularity is remarkable
and it has seemed that he was known an
loved by ail races and all colors in Indian-
apolis.”

The following testimonial was prepared by
a committee of the congregation, consisting
of Willlam C. Hall, John C, Ingram, William
H. BElim, Mrs. B. D. Walcott and Mrs. D. L.
Whittler, and presented <o Mr. Rondthaler

esterday:
r"Belode Pastor and Friend—It Is with
the deepest regret that we contemplate the
dissolution of the happy relations of pasier
and people that have existed for the past
eleven and a half years. We had hoped that
your decision to remain, made some weeks
ago, was final, and it is only by your pa-
thetic request that we have given our assent
to separate, At this time we feel unabie
10 express adequntela the thoughts of our
hearts toward you. hen our church was
weak, discouraged and struggling you took
charge of it with confidence and hope, and
by patient, persistent and unremitung la-
bor wou have, in the providence of Gol,
brought it to the foremost place in th'%
State. Under your care the church has,
year by year, steadlly grown, and every
auxillary in the work has felt the I8¢
of your enthusiasm, often in hours of dis-
coumgement and trial.

“With unfiagging devotion, you have
striven to edify the membership of the
church and to persuade the unsaved 10 ac-
cept the offer of eternal life. In your pulpit
utterances, your voice has been lor rignt-
eousness, and when the shadows have set-
tled into gloom in the homes, your sympa-
thetic voice has been heard there, pleading
for the peace that passeth knowledge. The
midweek prayer servicre has been a place
of real refreshment to the weary tollers in
socular life, and your cheerful talks have
begoiten new courage many times in de-
oressed hearts,

“Often when the Sunday school seemed to
lag your happy optimisin gave a fresh im-
pulse to teachers and scholars, In the Chris-
tian Edeavor your Kindly encouragement
has been of great beneilt to the beginners
in the way of life, To the several mission-
ary socleties you have come with hopeful
words and assurances that were an Inspira-
tion to the weary but patient workers, and
the children who have gathered on Friday
afternoons will miss the Instruction which
they have so gladly recelved.

“Phe success attained and the work accom-
plished by the several arms of this church
are largeiy due to your help, and the fact
that your face has been steadfastly set to-
ward the front. Ia your Individual sorrow
we have a part, for you have rejoiced with
ug in our joys, and mourned with us in
our griefs, and we feel bound te you
by the strongest of earthl tieg sanctified by
our common faith in 003 We desire that
you will feel this to be your home, and our
doors will always be open io you when you
are pleased to come to us. We pray that in
the pew fleld to which you are golng Al-
mighty God may abundaatly bless you and

our work, and that it may be given you to

ring mapy souls into the kingdom of the
Son of His love, iIn whom we have our re-
demption and the forgiveness of our sins.”

HE SAW IRVING IN SHYLOCXK,

How Harry Belton's Faselanation for
the Stage Begnan.

Harry A, Beiton, of Louisville, who played
in one of the theaters of this city less
than two years ago under the stage name of
“Belden,” spoke at the men's gospel moet-
ing at the Young Men's Christian Associa-
tion yesterday afternoon on the theme
“From Stage to Pulpitt” He toid In a

pathetiec manner the story of his conver-
sion last fall and of his purpose to take a
course in some theological seminary next
fal.. His fascination for the stage life be-

n with secing Sir Henry Irving in Shy-
ock near hiz home in England when Del-
ton was a lad of =eventeen. After fourteen
vears on the stage he was converted in a
samp-meeting in Mt Pl , Where
ne had been drawn by the strains of music
to “Throw Qut the Life-line."” Owver two
hundred men Jistened Intently to the recital
of his story. The quartet of the Peonle's
Con Church, composcd of Misses
Irma Foerster and Rhea Hall and Messrs.

Rt oot o e by Eveiy
the meeting.

e

King of
stl;go opening
Ella Cooper’'s Attempt at Sulcide.

Ella Cooper, 2 young white woman living

SIR JONATHAN SEGARS, or its equiva-
lent—$8 IN GOLD—for the best poem of
six lines, describing the merits of

Sir Jonathan Segars

Make it strong a3 possible,
piece of
cept nothing
condition under which this is bought makes it so,
TRY ONE.

“We believe you're entitled to your money's
worth.,” (Trade mark.)
' MoCONNELL & OO,

Importers and Jobbers Havana Cigars,

8 in the world for & cents; we ex-
has ever been sold. The

TERRE HAUTE, IND.

)

as this is undoubtedly the

e‘?etic. decided that the woman was out of

nger. She told the doctor that she
taken ten cents’ worth of meorphine.
living In the same house told Dr. Garsh
that the Cooper woman had been living
a colored man, When she began 10 recover
from the effects of the the J':ﬂ

woman told the physician that
thirking about her home

grew despondent and determined to dia
BRIGHT CROP PROSPECT.

Weekly Baulletin of the Burean-What
the Rains Did,

The Indiana Section, Climate and
Bervice Weather Burean, will to-day ‘
put the following weekly crop bulletin:

even there crops have
morning the 224
many locaMties, but
“Wheat and grasses
look better than last
good, and live stock shows It. Rye
to be in fine condition. Early
rished, but iate-sown is
arly potatoes have been
are coming up.
and the early sown Is
Because of like lack of
have advanced less, and the
to be inferior. Frult trees
and also small fruit. Peach
menced dropping, and In some

apple blossoms are less abundant than ;

year,
.‘P

lc:cam has he:n phmtlt;‘d
as been retarded
southern portion, because the Elund i

iing hard and dry, and In

in the northern portlon, because

the
is ton wet., Cut-worms and clover-worms
have made their appearance in great

for corn continues, and some

in localities. H"El
ogneloulluuln t

THEY ATE CANAL FISH. 4

Reported that Harry Beecher .d.r!
Wife Were Polsoned.

It was reported to the City Dispensary
that Harry Beecher and his wife, of 213

1 g

-

bers In few localities; the potato-bug alsa™ 4

Aliegheney street, were polsoned yesterday.
It was learned that they had bought a mess

of fish caught in the canal Friday, which =

were cooked and eaten yesterday. The
pensary physicians suppose that the
had become :a:-;lnru gecompoud
urging and v ng
cher was selzed was due o eating the
unwholescme fish,
e ——t.
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